
 

 

  

 
 
 

PRESIDENT’S PRATTLE 

Welcome to May, this prattle I had to do early as the 

deadline for our newsletter is the Friday before the 

meeting, seeing I am going to Lightning Ridge, it had 

to be done earlier. I would have liked a bit more time, 

that will come next month.  

I went to the Camden show, and had a look at some 

exhibits including the painting section and came across 

a work of art that was done by Ken Starkey who, by 

the way, was awarded 1
st
 prize.  Congratulations Ken 

well done.  

As this is being done 2 weeks into April, there has not 

been much activity, apart from card making, travel 

tales, photography and craft. 

The trip to the opal fields should be one of the year’s 

highlights. I have never been to that part of the 

country, I am looking forward to it.  There will be 

many stories about it, I presume, when we get back, it 

will be fun with lots of fellowship. 

Thanks to all our members who contributed goods for 

the country people, they have suffered so much due to 

the drought.  Jeanette Jackson who organised this 

project is so happy with the results, not only with our 

members, also the members of her Quota club and 

Linda Lord’s Breast Cancer Support Group who also 

generously gave to this appeal. 

Our birthday function which is on Thursday the 29
th
 

May, looks like being a great night, and many of our 

members have booked. 

There is a lot to be thankful for – if you take the time 

to look for it, for example:   I am sitting here thinking 

how nice it is that wrinkles don’t hurt. 

Spread the laughter, share the cheer  

  Let’s be happy while we’re here. 

Tony Wolf 

  

  

  

  OFFICE BEARERS & COMMITTEE  

MEMBERS 2014/2015 

 
PRESIDENT  Tony Wolf   0466962867 

V. PRESIDENT  Kathy Smith   46552159    

SECRETARY  Margaret Rubesa  46554437 

TREASURER  Toni Jones    0410603594 

EX-OFFICIO  Joyce Reilly    46511431 

 

COMMITTEE  Patricia Cranfield    46559478 

   Ronald Crawford    46477825 

 Peter O’Loughlin    46266961 

   Ken Starkey     46255253 

 

MEMBERSHIP  Ronald Crawford    46477825 

NEWSLETTER  Dorothy Fogarty    86249314 

WEBMASTER  Sue Kijurina    46470912 

WELFARE  Sheila McAtamney 46268641 

GUEST   SPEAKER    Carolyn Cahill    46545959 

HOSPITALITY  Eileen McGregor  

   Jean Mossman 

 

 

 

 INTEREST GROUP COORDINATORS 
 

Art Appreciation Francoise Kirkland   46266428 

Book Club Patricia Cranfield    46559478 

Cards  Jeanette Jackson     46479986 

  Ken Starkey    46255253 

Card Making Marion Bee    46474335 

Craft  Mary Michel    46512465 

Gardening Sue Kijurina               46470912 

Golf, Bowls, 

   Croquet Paul Hay    46554437 

Photography Ros Hodgins    46257759 

Theatre/Shows Joyce Reilly    46511431 

Tours  Peter O’Loughlin    4626 6961 

Travel Tales Kathy & Malcolm Smith   46552159 

Walking Group, Restaurant Group - 

  Margaret Rubesa                  46554437 

 

 

 

MEET AND GREET: 
Friday, 2 May 2014: David & Pauline Llewellyn 

Friday, 6 June 2014:  Linda Lord & Susana Marris

  

Could the Meet and Greeters please be at the meeting 

room by 9.20am   Also, if you are unable to fulfil your 

allocated day, please let Dorothy know ASAP. 
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MEMBERSHIP:  Members need to attend 50% of 

meetings.  When signing the attendance sheet please 

do not write “Apology” for a member who may be 

absent. Members need to contact the Membership 

Officer, Ron Crawford on 46477825 before the 

meeting or email rcsailing@bigpond.com.au 

 

 

GUEST SPEAKER:  Our guest speaker for this 

month will be Leanne Borg from Aged Care 

Assessment and Nursing Care Placements. 

  
  
MEMBER CONTACT INFORMATION: 

Please advise the secretary of any contact information 

which includes changes in email address and phone 

numbers secretary@narellancombinedprobus.org.au 

 

 

NEWSLETTERS:  
Deadline for the Newsletter is the Friday before the 

meeting. Please send via email bfogarty@clrv.org.au 

 

 

HAPPY 21
st
 BIRTHDAY: 

Jeanette Banks, Marion Bee, Heather Benham, 

Sharon Brett, Ron Crawford, John Donahue, Ilona 

Ferguson, Ellen Hill, Thelma Hopkinson, 

Malcolm Smith, Ray Taylor, Bob Tracey. 

 

 

TOUR TO THE OPAL FIELDS 
 

Day 1 – To Coonabarabran - Edna Morgan and 

Marian Pritchett 
 

Well here we are again all ready and looking forward 

to our next adventure together.  Departed Mt Annan at 

8.00 am on a lovely morning, we had a really good run 

over the mountains. Many of the trees are changing to 

autumn colours, they look lovely. 

 

Stopped for morning tea at Wallerawang at P J. Hall 

Park then our next stop was lunch at Mudgee where 

some of us were able to catch up with old friends. 

Mudgee is a lovely town, lots of good places to dine 

and beautiful old buildings. 

 

We had a drive around Gulgong with great 

commentary from Peter; then through Dunedoo and 

Mendoran where they have super murals on many of 

the buildings, next stop Coonabarabran for our first 

night. The countryside is looking very lush and green, 

some of us were lucky enough to spot a wedge tail 

eagle flying above, what a spectacular bird. 

 

After a leisurely walk around town we enjoyed drinks 

and nibbles by the pool and we had a very nice 

evening meal to cap off a great first day travelling. 

Day 2 – To Lightning Ridge - Sheila McAtamney 

We left the motel after an enjoyable night stay with an 

early morning start. We were away by 8.30am after 

having a good hearty breakfast. It was a beautiful 

sunny morning ideal for travelling through the 

Warrumbungle National Park. The scenery was 

wonderful and we saw quite a lot of the devastation 

caused by the bushfires. We also saw Siding Springs 

Observatory high above on top of the hill.  

 

On to Coonamble where on the banks of the 

Castlereagh River we stopped for morning tea. The 

river looked very dry as no water was to be seen but 

we were told that the water was lying beneath the 

surface. Our next town we passed through was 

Walgett, it looked very neglected with windows and 

doors of the shops and houses covered with metal 

shutters and hardly anybody around. Then out onto the 

vast flood plains before reaching Lightning Ridge. We 

saw a few kangaroos and emus along the way.  

 

We arrived in Lightning Ridge in time for lunch and 

we all went our separate ways before meeting again at 

2.30pm at the Opal Cave; here Herman (the owner) 

gave us a short history about the opals and quite a few 

purchased several items. We booked into our motel 

where we are staying for the next 2 nights about 

3.30pm and then at 5.00pm  some of us went to the 

Hot Springs at the Artesian Baths which made us feel 

really wonderful.  It was back to the motel for dinner at 

6.30pm 

 

Day 3 – Lightning Ridge -  Anna Degnan 

With Greg as our tour guide, we viewed camps of opal 

miners, walked the underground mine, watched a dvd 

with mining history and given the opportunity to 

purchase opal jewellery.   There are no street names 

only various coloured car doors/ bonnets  with arrows 

and numbers to direct you to the various camps.  

 

Apparently money is not a high priority for miners, 

they could hold up to $1million in their caravans.  

People come to Lightning Ridge to create their money 

so they can have their life style, once they have the 

money they realise they have their lifestyle. 

 

We passed the Horse Race Track that was a straight 

line with only a curve near the finish line, the Olympic 

Swimming Pool plus the Theme Park which was fully 

paid for by the townspeople with no government 

funding. 

 

At the Cactus garden many interesting varieties were 

on display; the mother in law cushion, 100 year old 

cactus that flowered for the first time last year etc. 

John’s mum and dad created the garden approx 50 

years ago. It is now their hobby farm.  

The Bottle house of 5800 bottles makes up the 3 

sections of this house, bottles were purchased from a 

company in Brisbane - not bottles that had the contents  
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consumed by their owners!!  

 

At the Black Queen Theatre we were treated to a 

wonderful display of various lamps dating back 4500 

years.  Some were used by presidents, other lamps 

with the red green and amber lights were used in 

brothels.  

 

We were given a commentary of how Roger and Gale 

Collins purchased the property from Joan. 

Modifications have been made but most of the design 

and construction of the 34 glass walls using 14,000 

glass bottles/cans was done by Joan when in her 70s.  

 

Hot spring bore baths proved very relaxing but the  

small pool was vacated quickly by some as there was 

an 8inch eel swimming in the pool - the eel was 

actually a  seed pod from a nearby tree!!!! calm was 

then resumed. 

 

Day 4 – To Bourke - Di Donohue 

Our Narellan Probus Group helped swell the 

attendance of the Dawn Service in Lightning Ridge.  

 

           
Peter and Ray at the Dawn Service 

. 

After breakfast we boarded our coach and were 

pleasantly entertained for a fleeting moment of 

modelling. One of our group displayed a lovely 

Orange hat which complimented the outfit to 

perfection – who needs Miranda Kerr? 

 
Our intrepid tour leader, Peter O’Loughlin, led us on 

our way to Bourke with his entertaining and carefully 

researched narrative on all historic and local 

information. Morning tea was a stop in Brewarrina 

with the appropriate ANZAC biscuits provided by our 

lovely ladies. Onward, westward to Bourke, then after 

lunch at the old RSL Club we had a very enjoyable 

cruise on the Darling River spending a relaxing time 

aboard. Peter had arranged a tour of the Outback 

Exhibition Centre. Next we booked into our motel 

before dinner at the Bourke Bowling Club, a very 

enjoyable Chinese banquet. 

 

Jeanette Jackson – Farmers’ Gifts Report 
This morning I phoned Mick, who was my contact in 

Bourke, for Centacare.  Within 20 mins he was at the 

Motel to receive the gifts.  To be surprised of the 

amount we had collected was putting it mildly.  He 

could not thank us enough.  He assured me that when 

sorted it would go to the farmers in the area. 

 

I would like to thank Probus members, their families, 

Breast Cancer support group and Liverpool Quota for 

donating to this worthy cause.  As some of you know I 

don’t sleep so I think up all these ideas during the 

night.  Probus helped me put this one to good use.  

Thank you 

 

 

 
 

To be continued ……. 

 

 

 

INTEREST GROUPS: 
 

Book Club – Pat Cranfield 

Due to Easter we had to postpone our meeting until 

Monday 28
th
. More next month.  

 

Bowls/Golf – Paul Hay 

Lawn Bowls on Tuesday, 27
th
 May Camden R.S.L  

2.15pm for a 2.30pm start.  Cost is $10.00 per person 

which includes bowls. 

 

Card Making – Marion Bee 
Our April cards showed us how to make use of 

patterned papers in our card making. We also made 

and decorated a small gift box with matching card. 

 

At our next meeting on the 13
th
 May we will be 

returning to more stamping and explore a new 

technique 

 

 

 



Art Appreciation – Francoise Kirkland 

 

 
 

Painting by Joy Tracey 

 
Craft – Mary Michel 

This past month our craft group has been very 

enjoyable.  Some ladies are crocheting and learning 

how to join squares and others members are working 

on their own projects. 

  

Our next craft dates are Tuesday 6
th

  May and 

and Tuesday  20
th

 May at 1.30pm.  

 

Cards - Jeanette Jackson / Ken Starkey  

Good News ….. Your Probus Casino operators are 

back in town and ready to greet our card players. The 

next Cards Night will be at Glen Alpine on Friday 30
th
 

May, commencing at 7pm. Contact Ken & Brenda on 

46255253. 

 

Gardening – Sue Kijurina 

We went to a cactus garden and 15 minutes later it is 

raining in Lightning Ridge. The gardeners are on 

board!    

 

Photography – Ros Hodgins 

Happy Snappers, please follow your program. 

            
Social Events – Margaret Rubesa 

 

Thursday 22
nd

 May:  Wolli Creek Walk 

Catch 9.04am train from Leumeah station. Walk is 

graded easy on bush and unmarked tracks over 

parklands – 2 hour duration. 

Wear good walking shoes, bring along water and we 

will be stopping at Bexley North Pub for a refreshing 

drink and lunch at end of walk. 

 

Dinner:  Thursday, 29
th

 May:  Probus Birthday 

Celebration 

Arrive at 6.30pm.  Campbelltown Catholic Club. 

3 course meal, tea & coffee served with birthday cake. 

Cost $50 for members. 

 

Thursday12
th

 June:  Dingo Sanctuary, Bargo 

The Dingo Sanctuary is located inside Wirrimbirra 

Sanctuary at Bargo.  On the day we will car pool, 

meeting at Narellan Library car park at 8.45am for a 

9.00am departure. 

 

Upon arrival we will have a morning tea of scones & a 

cuppa. Enjoy a 45 minute tour through the Dingo 

enclosure where we will get acquainted with the 

dingoes.  Walk through Wirrimbirra Sanctuary 

meeting the other animal residents.  Enjoy a lunch of 

assorted sandwiches. 

Total cost for the day will be $22.00 

 
Thursday,  19

th
 June:  

Dinner at Common Ground Bakery 6.30pm 

 

Saturday,  26th July: 
Archibalds at Art Gallery of NSW 

  

 

Shows-Joyce Reilly\ 

0408248322 

gran08reilly@yahoo.com.au 

 

May 

Glenn Shorrock & Brian Cadd 

The Cube Catholic  Club Sat 3
rd

 May 8pm 

 

Miss Phryne Fisher Costumes 

Old Government House Parramatta 

Wed 7
th

 May 12 – 2pm session 

High Tea after -  Lachlans Restaurant 

$35 Pay NOW 

We have 16 going and will carpool. I will contact 

everyone on the list as to arrangements. 

 

Can’t Pay Won’t Pay 

Campbelltown Theatre Group 2pm  $25 

Saturday 24
th 

May  2pm - A comedy.  

We have 28 on the list, please contact me to say 

yes or no for dinner after the show so I can book 

the correct number in for Chinese  at the Flower 

Drum Restaurant.  Pay NOW 

 

June 

Two for the Show – Bryan Davies & Roland 

Storm 
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Thursday 19
th

 June 11 am. Casula Powerhouse. 

Pay NOW 

 

July 

Strictly Ballroom – Wed 30
th

 July 1pm 

Lyric Theatre.  

 

September 

The King & I – Opera House 

Still waiting on tickets 

Not sure if we will receive any. 

 

The Wharf Revue 

Casula Powerhouse 

Sat 27
th

 September 8pm  $33  Pay NOW 

Dinner before to be decided. 

 

Pictures in the Paddock 
 
Oh what a night!!!!!! 

 

 
 

The variety of our members’ night attire was, shall we 

say, “interesting”. Four brave pyjama clad girls 

(chauffeured by Paul) picked up the yummy pizzas 

from Camden. The pizzas were quickly devoured and 

then it was time for the picture and a few laughs. Our 

excellent Aussie movie for the night was “Smiley” 

filmed in 1956 in the Camden area. Finally with our 

choc tops and lollies consumed and the movie credits 

rolling at “The End” it was off home to bed.   

 

 

Tours – Peter O’Loughlin 
Payment is due for our birthday party (at the Catholic 

Club) by the next meeting, if you are paying on line 

the funds have to go into the General Account 032-

710,  156057 only $50 each and remember to have 

your name included on the reference, makes Toni’s job 

a little easier. 

 

We still have space on our trip to Coffs Harbour (and 

Grafton) in October, deposits are due and a few 

vacancies for the Norfolk Island Tours being planned 

for October 2015, we need a minimum of 20 on each 

tour to get the “best” prices. 

Payment for our May bus trip to the Westpac 

Helicopter base at La Perouse is also due at this next 

meeting only $45.00 for members 

 

 

Travel Tales –Kathy & Malcolm Smith  

Last meeting Malcolm showed his photos of his trip to 

Washington D.C. and Eastern Canada.  

Our next meeting will be on Wednesday, 21
st
  May at 

7.30.  David will be showing his video of the Probus 

trip to Merimbula.  

Everyone is welcome to enjoy reliving this enjoyable 

holiday. 

  

CALENDAR: 

 
Weekly Events: 

 Golf on Tuesday 

 Art on Thursday 

 

May 2 General Meeting, Narellan Community Centre 

Queen Street 10.00am 

May 3 Glen Shorrock & Brian Cadd, The Cube 8pm 

May 6 Craft with Mary 

May 7 Miss Phryne Fisher Costume Exhibition 

May 9 Photography with Ros 

May 13 Card Making with Marion 

May 16 Tour: Westpac Lifesaver Helicopter  

Rescue Base 

May 19 Book Club with Pat and Ray 

May 20 Craft with Mary 

May 21 Travel Tales at Park Central 7.30pm 

May 22 Wolli Creek Walk 

May 24 Can’t Pay Won’t Pay, C’town Theatre Group 

2pm  

May 27 Bowls at Camden RSL 2.15pm 

May 29 Anniversary Dinner Campbelltown Catholic 

Club 6.30pm 

May 30 Cards at Glen Alpine Casino 7pm 

June 3 Craft with Mary 

June 6 General Meeting, Narellan Community Centre 

 Queen Street 10.00m 

June 10 Card Making with Marion 

June 12 Dingo Sanctuary, Bargo 

June 13 Photography with Ros 

June 16 Book Club with Pat and Ray 

June 17 Craft with Mary 

June 18 Travel Tales at Park Central 7.30pm 

June 19 Two for the Show, Casula Powerhouse 11am 

July 19 Dinner Common Ground Bakery 6.30pm 

June 20 Tour: Back to the Powerhouse Discovery 

Centre 

June 24 Bowls at Camden RSL 2.15pm 

June 27 Gardening with Sue 

July 1 Craft with Mary 

July 2 The Good Old Days Concert “In the Swing” 

Sydney Town Hall 



July 4 General Meeting, Narellan Community Centre 

  Queen Street 10.00am 

July 8 Card Making with Marion 

July 9 Snow White, State Theatre 4pm 

July 11 Photography with Ros 

July 15 Craft with Mary 

July 16 Travel Tales at Park Central 7.30pm 

July 21 Book Club with Pat and Ray 

July 25 Gardening with Sue 

July 26 Archibalds at Art Gallery of NSW 

July 29 Bowls at Camden RSL 2.15pm 

July 30 Strictly Ballroom, Lyric Theatre 1pm 

 

 

 

Disclaimer:  This newsletter is Private and 

Confidential for Probus use only and is not to be used 

for any other purpose 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THIS MONTH’S MEETING:  Fri  2 May 2014 

NEXT MEETING:               Fri  6 June 2014 

                 10am –12noon 


